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Karen Sullivan

The Book of Orchids

A life-size guide to six hundred species from around the world

One of every seven flowering plants on earth is an orchid. Some are 
stunningly over the top; others almost inconspicuous. The Orchidaceae  
is the second most widely geographically distributed family, after the 
grasses, yet remains one of the least understood. This book will profile  
600 species, representing the remarkable and unexpected diversity and 
complexity in the taxonomy and phylogeny of these beguiling plants,  
and the extraordinary means they have evolved in order to ensure the 
attraction of pollinators. Each species will be photographed to capture  
ts delicate detail, and shown life-size, giving a strong visual theme to the 
book, and each is accompanied by text offering an in-depth species profile. 

● Stunning life-size views of some of the most beautiful and intriguing  
orchid blooms

● Scholarly text profiling species from all parts of the globe, indicating 
distribution, type, peak flowering period, and key identifying features

● Exquisite 19th-century engravings giving different views
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