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Rudolf Zwirner

● Born 1933, Cologne, Germany

● Art dealer based in Cologne

● Founded Art Cologne, first 

contemporary art fair 

● Started gallery in the 1960s and 

grew to show works by icons including 

Sigmar Polke, Roy Lichtenstein, Andy 

Warhol, and others

● Father of the gallerist David Zwirner



Keynote / Key Selling Points

Rudolf Zwirner, “the man who invented the art market,” as coined in Der S p ieg el, 

reflects on more than sixty years in the art business in his authoritative autobiography.

● ART MARKET TELL-ALL: Insider’s story from modern art market founding father Rudolf 

Zwirner weaves the history of the 20th-century art market with opinions on the market 

today

● FATHER OF MEGA-DEALER: David Zwirner is one of the leading contemporary 

galleries in the world

● BEHIND THE SCENES: An unusual insight into the growth of a gallery in 1960s Germany

● FOREWORD BY GRANDSON: Zwirner’s grandchild Lucas—head of content for David 

Zwirner and editorial director of David Zwirner Books—writes an intimate and 

contemporary foreword

















Recent Press (on German edition)

“At Zwirner, Joseph Beuys showed his first fat corner, René Magritte got the first show in 

Germany. Zwirner’s most important customer was Peter Ludwig, the super collector and 

chocolate manufacturer, to whom he sold not only Warhol and Lichtenstein, but also art from 

Gerhard Richter to Sigmar Polke - and thus created the basis for the Ludwig Museum.”

— Der Tagesspiegel

“The man who invented the art market.”

– Der Spiegel



Comp Titles

Boom: Mad Money, Mega 

Dealers, and the Rise of 

Contemporary Art 

(Public Affairs, 2019)

9781610398411

The $12 Million Stuffed Shark: The 

Curious Economics of 

Contemporary Art

(St Martin’s, 2010)

9780230620599


