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Overlapping
One way to create space in a drawing is by placing some objects behind others. 
While it may seem rather simple, this technique is a powerful tool for increasing 
depth and creating a sense of weight in your subject matter.

Using what you’ve learned about linear perspective (see pages 32-37), try 
drawing some three-dimensional shapes that overlap.

In this drawing, notice how 

overlapping the cushions and 

teapots behind Alice creates a 

sense of depth .

Atmospheric Perspective
When you look at a mountain range, you may notice that the mountains that 
are closer to you appear darker and more detailed than the mountains in the 
distance. This concept of atmospheric perspective makes things that are far 
away from you look lighter in value with fewer visible details, while things that 
are close to you appear darker in value and feature crisp details and high 
contrast. It’s called “atmospheric perspective” because the atmosphere—dust, 
air, water droplets—gets in the way and blocks distant objects.

When you are creating large 

spaces in your drawings, 

pay attention to the detail, 

value, and contrast you put 

into distant objects .
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CONTOUR HATCHING  
Hatched or crosshatched lines 
that follow the contour of an 
object. This creates a smoother 
texture and brings depth to a 
drawing. 

CONTINUOUS LINES  
Long lines that may or may 
not follow the contour of 
an object. Continuous lines 
create a fluid texture.

Mark-Making for Texture
Now it’s time for you to try out some textures for yourself. Use the ones from the previous pages, 
and see if you can make up some of your own as well. I’ve come up with a few ideas to help you 
get started.



58 59

Notice all the different textures in this piece. Consult pages 54-58,  
and consider which techniques you can see here.
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approach to creativity, Portfolio: Pen & Ink arms artists with the key concepts and 
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